Source of material 4-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzaldehyde was prepared according to the literature [1] . Am ixture of 2-formylbenzoic acid (1.51 g, 0.01 mol), cyclohexane-1,2-diamine (1.14 g, 0.01 mol) and methanol (100 mL) was stirred and refluxed for an hour, then the mixture was cooled to room temperature and sodium borohydride (0.76 g, 0.02 mol) was added. After stirring for one hour, 50 mL water was added, and the mixture was stirred for another one hour. Then the solvent was evaporated. The mixture was dissolved by 100 mL methanol, then 4-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzaldehyde (1.73, 0.01 mol) was added. After stirring for an hour, sodium borohydride (0.76 g, 0.02 mol) was added and the mixture was stirred for another one hour. Then methanol was evaporated and 100 mL water was added. After adding concentrated HCl drop by drop, acolorless precipitate of 2-((2-(4-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzylamino)cyclohexylamino)methyl)benzoic acid (HL) was obtained (yield 72 %). The title compound was prepared from amixture of NiCO 3 (0.012 g, 0.1 mmol) and HL (0.04 g, 0.1 mmol) in 4mLmethanol and 4mLwater. This mixture was heated in asealed Teflon-lined steel autoclave at 140°Cfor three days. After the mixture was slowly cooled to room temperature at ar ate of 10°C/h, green crystals of the title compoud were obtained (yield 58 %). .015 Å and ∠N2-H2N···O1W =1 40.7°, ∠O1W-H1A···N4 =1 73°, ∠O1W-H1B···O1 =164°and ∠O1W-H1B···O2 =134°.Inthe crystal structure, the Natoms of the imidazole groups did not participate in coordination, so we can let the compound react with another kind of metal salt to form bimetal compounds.
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